i7*          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
foundress. The first years of her government marked a
period not only of consolidation but also of experiment,
but it was experiment conducted from the centre with a
certain fear of private enterprise. The syllabus of the
older girls is expanded and deepened, philosophy and
literature are again given the first place, but opinions are
invited as to how scientific subjects may best be treated so
as to arrive at solid, useful, and practical conclusions while
avoiding pedantry.
Under Reverend Mother Lehon, third Superior General,
came the first move of the university towards the
monopolisation of secondary education of girls. All pri-
vate boarding schools for girls were considered as primary
schools, though by establishing regular supplementary
courses they could continue to keep pupils up to seven-
teen or eighteen years of age. The mistresses-of-classes
in these boarding schools were to be in possession of
the brevet simple, the head-mistress had to have the brmt
suptmur.
It was a simple matter for the nuns to sit for these
examinations, but the event was a landmark; from hence-
forward convents would have to enter more definitely into
the national system. But not, however, in France, at
least in the beginning of the twentieth century; on the con-
trary, anti-clerical laws closed forty convents of the Sacred
Heart, driving the religious from their houses.
After the general congregation which followed this
suppression and the opening of numerous new houses
throughout the world, Reverend Mother Digby wrote:
" The exigencies of the different countries in which we have
establishments force us to certain divergencies in our flan
of Studies. It becomes necessary to give more time to
modem languages and to science, although we must at the